Ponder and Reflect

Ponder…

Romans 8:28

  Perhaps one of the reasons we so often get sidetracked is because we misunderstand a basic premise of our faith. 

  Take Romans 8:28 for instance:

"And we know that God causes everything to work together for the good of those who love God and are the called according to His purpose for them.” NLT
What is good?
  How many times do we quote that verse to assure ourselves that “all things will work together for our good,” and we assume that we will feel good?
  Read Romans 8:28 again very carefully. Does Paul say that all things will work together for us to feel good? 

  Not exactly; Paul wrote that all things work together for good. What is good? How does God define goodness? If you read Romans 8:28 and 29-30 you will discover the answer to this question.

“For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of His Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified.” Romans 8:29-30 NIV

  God considers anything that shapes you into the image of His Son, Jesus to be good. He considers anything that squeezes worldly pleasure out of you to be good. God considers some suffering to be good. He considers anything that takes your affection off the temporary things of this life and refocuses your attention on heaven’s glory to be good.
  I used to cling to Romans 8:28 as some kind of insurance against anything “not good” ever happening to me. But then my brother-in-law died in a motorcycle accident, and I stood three times at the grave side of infants, and another time holding the mother’s infant at her graveside service. Life got tough, and swallowing Romans 8:28 seemed as impossible as shoving a horse pill down a sore throat.

  But once I allowed God’s Word to redefine good, I realized that the horse pill of Romans 8:28 was good for me and I swallowed hard. 

Romans 8:28 one phrase at a time: 

We Know…
"And we know that God causes everything to work together for the good of those who love God and are the called according to His purpose for them.” NLT
  Now I know (by experience)…that God works in our lives. He is intimately acquainted with every thought, every pain, each tear, and even the number of hairs on our heads. There is tremendous security in this truth. To know that God is engrossed in the project of my life allows me to relax when unforeseen circumstances catch me off guard. 
  To know that God is meticulously weaving a masterpiece in the lives of my children allows me to take deep breaths, close my eyes and envision sunsets over the ocean (like I was supposed to do when I was giving birth to their flesh), rather than “freak out” when they slam into rocks on the white waters of adolescence. 

  God is working in me and if you are called according to His purpose, He’s at work in you too. You see, I’m a work in process—I’m not finished yet. I’m not yet who I’m gonna be—but praise God I’m not who I used to be either!

That God causes everything to work together…
"And we know that God causes everything to work together for the good of those who love God and are the called according to His purpose for them.” NLT
  I think it is interesting that God caused everything to work together. I was traveling to a speaking engagement when I began to ponder time. Most likely I was running late and beating myself up for not leaving on time! As I thought of time, I realized it is nothing more than a way to mark the beginning (our birthdates) and the end (our deathdates) of  our lives. Only finite creatures worry about being early or late. In eternity time does not exist! God is never early nor is He ever late. In fact, when Scripture mentions time in relationship to God, time is measured in “fullness.” 
But when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law, in order that He might redeem those who were under the Law, that we might receive the adoption as sons.” Galatians 4:4-5 NASB
  God causes everything to work together! He allows people and circumstances to impact our journeys on earth in perfect harmony with His plan for us! Only God could know that my friend Melissa needed to go to Thailand with the women from our church. She wondered why God would call her to Thailand for her first mission trip. As she met with the others on her team, she wondered how God would use her. She felt terribly inadequate for the assignment. But, when she heard they were scrap-booking on this trip—she knew that was something she could do. 

  Melissa is our church’s librarian. I have this preconceived notion about librarians. Without going into so much detail, let’s just suffice it to say that I don’t picture them leaving their school age children behind for a trip clear across the world! But Melissa left the quiet life of books knowing beyond a shadow of a doubt that God called her to Thailand in His fullness of time.   

  When Melissa shared her mission trip experience at our women, she told us how she had to fight the voices in her head that wanted to rob her of the adventure God had for her on this trip. She explained how God used the women she met and the women she traveled with to transform her mind! Then she told us of the many ways she sensed the presence and power of God working in and through her. She shared that near the end of the trip, she discovered the missionaries wanted a library in Chaing Mai. Only God could orchestrate the opportunity for Melissa to help start a Christian library in Thailand! 

And we know that God causes everything to work together (at just the right time)!
Everything…for the good…

"And we know that God causes everything to work together for the good of those who love God and are the called according to His purpose for them.” NLT
 Don’t miss the word everything. God works even the bad things (because not everything is good) together for good! 
  One of the young couples who buried their newborn daughter held onto her layette for months. Finally she decided to donate the little gowns and dresses to an orphanage our church supports in Nicaragua. But before the team left to go on their trip, another of the couples who’d also buried their infant son, were chosen to adopt a baby girl. When Teresa decided to take her daughters’ wardrobe to Melissa’s baby, she told her how honored she would be for Melissa’s baby to have her baby’s clothes. God worked everything together for good. And His Name was exalted in our world.
…of those who love God…
"And we know that God causes everything to work together for the good of those who love God and are the called according to His purpose for them.” NLT
  So many people assume God is on their side, kind of like a Jeanie in a mystical bottle. They don’t give Him the time of day—don’t have a clue what holiness or obedience looks like—yet they fully expect God to rescue them from suffering or to bless them in this life; or they blame Him when the fallen nature of life on earth catches them off guard. 

  God works all things together for good in the lives of those who love Him. This is a select group—not everyone is on this team. There are many promises in God’s Word that only apply to the redeemed! And this is one of them.

  Ponder this thought as well…God loves everyone. For God so loved the world that He gave His Son, Jesus. But this particular verse does not say, “God causes all things to work together for good to those He loves…” Rather it says, “God causes all things to work together for the good of those who love Him.” 
…and who are called according to His purpose.
"And we know that God causes everything to work together for the good of those who love God and are the called according to His purpose for them.” NLT
    God also works all things together for the good of those who love Him and who are called according to His purpose.

There is so much security in this thought. The security is much deeper than the fuzzy feeling of having things always go my way. You see, God works all things (even the bad things) together for the good (His good) in the lives of those who love Him—those who demonstrate their love for Him by living according to His purposes. This reminds me of the discussion Jesus had with His disciples when He explained what disciple-love looks like: 

“If you love Me, you will keep My commandments.” (John 14:15 NASB)

A conditional promise:
  You see, Romans 8:28 is somewhat of a conditional promise! We can expect God to work all things together for good in the lives of those who love Him and are living their lives with His purpose as their driving force.

Can you honestly say that you love God?

Can you honestly say that you are living your life with God’s purposes as your one and only goal? 

“Brethren, I do not regard myself as having laid hold of it yet; but one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.” Philippians 3:13-14 NASB

Just something to ponder.
